
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

    Would you choose  

         Jesus or the Spirit? 
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Our New Prague Area Catholic                     

Community parish mission: 

We are a Catholic community forming 

disciples of Jesus Christ dedicated to 

loving God through our worship, 

sharing the Good News, and loving 

service to others. 

 

Have you ever wished that you could be in the 

physical presence of Jesus, maybe when he 

walked the earth or even for a chat in your 

living room?  

As we celebrate Ascension, the departure of 

Jesus, and Pentecost, the descent of the Spirit, 

here are some thoughts for reflection. They’re 

excerpts from an article by Fr. Thomas Reese. 

Jesus left and gave us the Spirit. Was that a 

fair trade?  

The feast of the Ascension celebrates letting 

go of the physical Jesus and preparing for the 

arrival of the Spirit on Pentecost. Jesus tells 

his disciples, “It is better for you that I go.” 

The disciples reply, in essence, “Forget the 

Spirit, we want you to stick around.” (John 16) 

Why is that? 

I think it’s because no matter how close we 

get to him, Jesus is always external, whereas 

the Spirit is within us. To put it another way, 

it’s the choice between having Jesus or being 

Jesus. 

It is the Spirit that makes us Jesus, makes us 

the body of Christ. It’s the Spirit that gives us 

life and fills us with love. It’s not enough for 

us to be with Jesus; we must become Jesus, 

and we can only do that with the power of the 

Spirit. 

I think our problem is that we don’t know how 

to recognize the Spirit’s presence in our lives. 

I think we experience the Spirit’s presence not 

just at special moments, but every day of our 

lives. If we truly believe that God is Love, then 

every time we experience love, we experience 

the Spirit.  

Every child who has a loving parent has 

experienced the Spirit. The faithful love of 

friends and spouses is an experience of the 

Spirit. Whenever we feel impelled to love, it is 

the power of the Spirit. People who risk their 

lives to care for COVID-19 patients are filled 

Spirit. People who risk their lives to care for 

COVID-19 patients are filled with the Spirit. 

Those who dedicate their lives to justice and 

peace or to protecting Mother Earth are 

impelled by the Spirit.  
 

The Spirit is present in everyone, calling us 

to be more than we ever thought we could 

be. Only the Spirit gives us the power to love 

unselfishly, to sacrifice ourselves for 

another, to commit ourselves to fidelity in 

good times and in bad, to put justice above 

our own advantage.  

                                                                                                                                                                                     

As we celebrate the Ascension, we listen to 

the words of Jesus, but with ears opened by 

the Spirit. We pray… 
 
 

Come Holy Spirit.                                           
Fill the hearts of your faithful.                  

And kindle in us the fire of your love.  
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Link to article quoted: 
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/signs-times/who-would-you-

choose-jesus-or-spirit?clickSource=email  
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